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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIRFORCE | ay 
SUBJECT: Air Force THOR IREM Progran a s | =. . : 
References: (a) Memo for Sec/Def from Seo/Ar, dtd 14 Feb. 58, 


. Subj: . THOR and WS-117L Programs 


(b>) Memo for DON’ from Under Sec/AP, dtd 21 Feb. 
oe » nO Subject | 2 fC . 


| __ Reference (a) sets forth five proposed projects which would 
make use of the THOR booster. Only one of these, the proposed . 
THOR ICBM capability, falls within the assigned responsibility of 
this Office; the remainder are being considered by the Director of 
the Advanced Research Projects Agency. | | 


Reference (b) discusses in nore detail the proposed THOR 
re-entry test vehicle program, a | 


_ The use of the THOR booster and a suitable second stage appears | 
to offer a desirable test vehicle for testing higher porformence ICBM | 
nose cone designs and I concur in the principle of ite usc for this 
_ purpose. It is further suggested that the evaluation.of possible 
countermeasures to-enemy defensive efforts. be..considered in the 
formulation of this program. However, decision to revise’ the present | 
THOR production rate.of six missiles per month is withheld pending 
receipt of the detailed development and supporting fiscal plen for 


__.On'the basis of available data it. appears premature to consider — 
adapting the THOR re-entry test vehicle to an ICE warhead Gelivery 
application and this proposed effort is therefore disapproved at this 
' time. A basis for reconsideration of this: proposed &pproach to an. 

: ICSM operational capability should include: (a) major slippage in 

approved ICBM program schedules and/or (b) demonstration of excep- 

| ear A prt h-plamaaae characteristics by the re-entry vehicle during 
es hts. aan 


a It ts also requested that the Air Force ballistic missile pro-ran 
revision incorporating the THOR re-entry progran bo submitted to the 
OSD. Ballistic Missiles Committee for rcvicw as soon as practicable. 


--" .. DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR '  . W. M. Holaday 
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